BOROUGH  OF  PENRYN . 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Penryn. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough 
of  Penryn  during  1953* 

Apart  from  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  Spring  the  year  was  free  of 
notifiable  infectious  diseases.  The  Death  Rate  rose  from  10,1  to  13.2  per 
thousand  of  population  but  the  Birth,  Infant  Mortality  and  Still-Birth  Rates 
were  all  satisfactory.  I  have  in  previous  reports  warned  against  putting  too 
much  value  on  statistics  based  on  small  numbers  such  as  we  have  to  deal  with 
here.  A  truer  picture  of  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  can  be  got  by  going  back 
14  years.  In  this  period  there  have  been  1086  registered  births  and  3 6  infant 
deaths.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  almost  33  which  is  quite  good. 
Even  more  favourable  is  the  fact  that  in  the  latter  half  of  this  period  the 
number  of  infant  deaths  was  only  13  and  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  less  than 
23  per  thousand  live  births . 

Attention  is  invited  to  Mr.  Black-more' s  report  which  records  a  high 
standard  of  achievement  in  a  very  strenuous  year. 

It  is  a  pleasure  once  again  to  express  rqy  appreciation  of  the  help 
and  consideration  I  have  always  received  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Health  Committee  and  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Blackmore  for  his  ready  co-operation 
at  all  times . 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

V.E.  WHITMAN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


' 
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GENERAL  STATIST  ICS 


Area,  acres 
Population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 
Product  of  penny  rate 

Number  of  houses  built  or  under  construction  since  194-5 
Number  of  families  on  waiting  list  for  houses 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


721 

4,232 

1,340 

£21,554.  10.  Od 

£84.  1.  Od 

263 

360 


Live  Births 


Males  41  Females  31  Total 

Registrar  General’s  "Area  Comparability  Factor" 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Penryn 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales 


Still  Births 

Males  -  Females  1  Total 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births,  Penryn 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births,  England  and  Wales 


Deaths 


Males  28  Females  30  Total 

Registrar  General's "Are a  Comparability  Factor" 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  Penryn 

Death  rate,  per  1,000  population,  England  and  Wales 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ago 


Males  1  Females  1  Total 

Infant  mortality  rate,  por  1,000  live  births,  Penryn 

Infant  mortality  rate,  per  1,000  live  births,  England  and  Wales 


72 

1.0 

17.0 

15.5 


1 

14.0 

22.4 


58 

0.96 

13.2 

11.4 


2 

27.8 

26.8 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1951  1952  1953 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infections  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumoni  a 

Bronchitis 
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Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death  (cont.) 

1221 

.  mi 

12 22 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory,  system 

1 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  anddiarrhoea 

- 

1 

- 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

Pregnancy  ,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

1 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

• 

3 

5 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

2 

Suicide 

- 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

*■" 

48 

42 

58 

— 

DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 

M 

F 

Total 

0+ 

1 

1 

2 

1  -  4 

0 

1 

1 

5  -  14 

0 

0 

0 

15  -  24 

1 

0 

1 

25-44 

2 

1 

3 

45-64 

10 

3 

13 

65  -  74 

7 

11 

18 

75+ 

7 

13 

20 

28 

30 

58 

===== 

—  —  — "*"*  ; — 

:= 

In  1952  the  number  of  registered  deaths  was 

42, 

in  1953  it  rose  to 

58.  This  comparatively  large  junp  in 

the  death  rate 

was 

due 

almost  entirely 

to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 

among  persons  ■ 

over 

65  years  of 

age. 

In  the  analysis  of  causes  of  death  the  number  of  deaths  from  malignant 
disease  and  heart  conditions  differed  very  little  from  previous  years,  indeed 
the  only  significant  increase  was  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  respiratory 
conditions.  On  further  examination  2  of  the  pneumonias  were  found  to  be 
terminal  conditions  in  patients  aged  69  and  70  years,  both  of  whom  in  ay 
opinion  died  of  old  age.  6  of  the  cases  of  bronchitis  can  be  similarly 
accounted  for.  The  two  remaining  cases  of  pneumonia  were  infant  deaths, 
one  due  to  the  inhalation  of  fluid  at  the  time  of  birth  while  the  other 
occurred  shortly  after  the  January  flood  in  a  house  which  had  been  flooded. 
Lamentable  as  such  occurrences  undoubtedly  are  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  deaths  indicates  no  deterioration  in  the  general  health  of 
the  Borough. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE . 


1 .  Clinics 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  sessions  were  held  at  which  there  were  1,186 

attendances.  The  average  attendance  was  thus  about  23  per  session. 


Dental  Clinic 

Expectant  & 
Nursing  Mothers 

Pre-school 

Children 

School 

Children 

Number  inspected 

8 

14 

518 

Number  requiring  treatment 

6 

14 

415 

Number  treated 

6 

14 

246 

Number  of  attendances 

20 

38 

518 

Number  made  dentally  fit 

3 

7 

240 
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2 ,  Amhulance  Service  and  Hospital  Car  Service. 

These  services  are  supplied  by  Falmouth. 

3  •  Home  Help  Service 

During  the  year  17  maternity  and  lOo  other  cases  were  given  help  in  their 
own  homes . 

4.  After  Caro. 

Free  extra  nourishment  was  granted  to  2  tubercular  persons  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Chest  Physician. 

5 .  Nursing.  Midwifery  and  Health  Visiting. 

Miss  Margaret  Gray  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer,  reports  - 

"The  record  of  work  done  in  Penryn  in  1 953  is  very  satisfactory. 

Attending  to  old  people  took  up  a  large  part  of  the  time  of  both  the 
District  Nurse  and  the  Health  Visitor.  The  Horne  Help  Service  is  invaluable 
but  there  is  need  for  more  help  in  the  evenings  and  at  weekends." 


Group 

0+ 

1  -  2 

3  -  4 

5  -  9 
10  -  14 
15-24 
25+ 


1222 

General  cases  129 

Nursing  visits  1,6l6 

Midwifery  oases  o~j 

Midwifery  visits  1 ,241 

Ante  natal  visits  315 

Home  visits  to  children  under  5  2,73*1 

Home  visits  to  old  persons  293 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Whooping  Cough  Measles 

M  F  M  F 

1  1 

4  9 

1  10  14 

1  23  23 

_  1 

_  2 

1 


124 

1,541 

57 

1,710 

1,551 

3,440 

486 


1 


38  51 


Total  2  89 

There  was  a  sharp  epidemic  of  measles  in  March  and  April.  These 
were  the  first  cases  of  the  disease  notified  in  the  Borough  since  195*1  •  This 
no  doubt  accounted  for  the  unusual  distribution  in  the  age  groups. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

During  the  year  66  (45)  children  under  5  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  107  ( 1 67 )  booster  doses  were  also  given.  The  figures  for  the 
previous  year  are  shown  in  brackets . 

On  the  31st  December,  the  estimated  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  1  year  and  5  years  in  Penryn  was  326,  of  these  215  or  65*9 i  lia^  boen 
immunised.  This  figure  is  much  lower  than  the  level  of  safety  which  is 
generally  estimated  to  be  about  757° • 
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Vaccinati on 

against  Smallpox . 

Under  1  1-4 

5-14 

12* 

Total 

Number  vaccinated 

5  7 

1 

7 

20 

Number  re-vaccinated 

-  - 

1 

7 

8 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Now  Cases 

Deaths 

Ass. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pul  monary 

Group 

M 

F 

M  F 

M  F 

M 

F 

Under  15 

1 

—  _ 

—  — 

— 

— 

15-44 

2 

2 

—  - 

-  - 

— 

— 

45  -  64 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

- 

- 

1 

-  — 

- 

1 

4  3  11  1  -  -  1 


Totals  7  2  11 

On  the  December,  there  were  40  respiratory  and  12  non-respiratory 

cases  on  the  register. 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  Penryn  12.3 

Rate  per  1,000  population,  Cornwall  6.7 

Up  to  Jlst  December  55  children,  26  of  them  contacts  with  cases  of 
tuberculosis,  had  received  B.C.G.  vaccination.  29  wero  dealt  with  under  the 
scheme  for  school  leavers. 


HASS  RADIOGRAPHY 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  stationed  in  Falmouth  in  March,  1953* 
78  Penryn  school  children  were  x-rayed  of  whom  2  showed  abnormalities  -  1  of 
these  has  since  been  notified  as  a  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  the  other 
later  proved  to  be  a  non-tubercular  condition. 
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BOROUGH  OF  EEURYN 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 

31st  December,  1953* 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  is  provided  from  tho  mains  of  the 
Falmouth  Corporation  'Waterworks  which  have  been  extended  during  the  year 
to  cover  the  development  of  the  Council’s  new  housing  sites  and  tho 
private  development  of  land  in  the  Kernick  Road  area. 

The  sale  of  Corporation  land  in  Tremoughdale  which  will  undoubtedly 
encourage  development  in  that  area  emphasises  the  remarks  made  in  my 
previous  annual  reports  on  the  necessity  for  the  extension  of  the  water 
mains  to  this  area. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year  additional  lengths  of  sewor  have  been  laid  in 
connection  with  the  Council's  housing  schemes  and  the  private  development 
off  Kernick  Road.  In  the  former  case  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  easy 
access  to  the  College.  River  to  provide  separate  surface  water  sewers  to 
carry  off  the  drainage  from  both  roads  and  houses  and  the  surface  water 
sewer  at  the  western  end  of  the  Estate  has  been  laid  at  a  depth  and 
with  sufficient  fall  to  permit  its  extension  to  ultimately  carry  off  the 
surface  water  from  the  roads  and  paved  surfaces  in  the  Kernick  Road  and 
Green  Lane  area. 

During  the  year  difficulties  were  experienced  with  a  section  of 
sewer  in  West  Street  which  has  very  little  cover  in  a  heavily  trafficked 
road,  the  necessary  replacement  of  pipes  was  carried  out  but  the  Council’s 
attention  is  called  to  the  necessity  for  a  better  protection  of  this 
length  of  sewer  either  by  laying  it  at  a  greater  depth  or  providing  it 
with  the  necessary  concrete  surround. 

During  the  laying  of  other  services  the  line  of  the  15"  sewer  in 
Quay  Hill  was  made  known  and  a  new  manhole  was  built  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  whore  the  sewer  changed  direction. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  collection  of  refuse  has  been  carried  out  twice  weekly 
from  every  house  in  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of  those  houses 
situated  in  the  Round  Ring,  Belle  Vue,  Watergate  and  Ponsharden  Areas 
which  have  been  visited  once  a  week.  In  order  to  reduce  the  quantity 
of  refuse,  paper  and  cardboard  has  been  dealt  with  separately  and  has  been 
baled  and  sold  to  the  paper  mills , 

The  number  of  proper  dustbins  has  increased  during  the  year  but 
there  is  still  room  for  considerable  improvement  and,  in  my  opinion,  in  view 
of  the  apparently  contradictory  legal  judgements  given  upon  the  responsibility 
for  the  provision  of  dustbins,  the  optimum  condition  will  only  be  attained 
by  the  Local  Authority  entering  into  an  axxangeo&nt  to  provide  a  dustbin 
for  every  house  at  a  fixed  annual  charge.  This  I  appreciate  is  particularly 
a  matter  of  finance  and  of  policy. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  on  the  Bissom  Site  continues  and -whilst  the 
initial  difficulties  of  the  site  have  been  largely  overcome  the  problem  of 
providing  aufficient  soil  to  properly  cover  the  whole  of  the  refuse  at  the 
correct  time  still  persists.  Fortunately  there  has  been  a  surplus  of 
soil  from  the  Council’s  housing  sites  which  has  been  transported  to  assist 
in  the  covering  but  owing  to  the  light  and  comparatively  soft  nature  of 
the  refuse  the  vehicles  have  been  unable,  particularly  in  wet  weather,  to 
discharge  their  loads  on  to  the  actual  surface  of  the  tip  and  the  final 
placing  of  the  soil  has  severely  taxed  the  labour  resources  available. 
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I  am  convinced  that,  although  the  purchase  of  a  tracked  machine 
at  first  appears  to  be  an  expensive  item,  in  the  long  term  mechanical 
handling  of  the  refuse  and  its  covering  with  soil  would  prove  more 
economical  than  the  present  method.  The  disposal  and  covering  by  this 
means  would  be  dealt  with  on  the  same  day  as  the  collection  and  both 
the  man  and  machine  would  be  available  for  other  use  on  the  days  when 
refuse  is  not  collected. 

During  the  year  749  loads  of  refuse  were  collected  which  is  an 
average  of  14-g-  loads  per  week.  JI-%-  tons  of  paper  and  f  of  a  ton  of  rags 
were  baled  and  sold. 

Public  Conveniences . 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  in  the  town  which  provide 
accommodation  for  both  sexes. 

S laugh te r houses . 

There  v;ore  no  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  Borough  during  the 
12  months  under  review.  All  meat  for  the  area  has  been  obtained  from 
the  central  slaughterhouse  at  Penvose,  at  which  conditions  aro,  I  understand, 
the  same  as  reported  last  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Poods. 

A  regular  inspection  of  the  four  butchers'  shops  has  been  maintained 
and  each  of  the  shops  selling  other  food  for  human  consumption  have  been 
visited.  No  legal  action  has  been  necessary  in  respect  of  food  unfit  for 
human  consumption  due  to  the  ready  co-operation  of  the  traders  in  reporting 
immediately  any  doubtful  commodity. 

During  the  year  wet  fish  was  predominant  amongst  the  foods  v/hich 
were  condemned,  undoubtedly  due  to  delay  in  transport  from  Grimsby.  There 
were  only  two  cases  requiring  condemnation  of  carcase  meat.  The  foods 
condemned  are  as  follows 


Carcase  Beef 

186 

lbs 

Yet  Pish 

227 

lbs 

Canned  Meat 

79 

lbs 

"  Pish 

2 

lbs 

"  Fruit 

55 

lbs 

"  Vegetables 

7 

lbs 

One  large  tin  of  condensed  milk. 


Milk  Distribution 

There  are  six  distriubutors  operating  in  the  Borough  who  draw  their 
supplies  from  the  C.W.S.  Creamery,  Penryn  and  Messrs.  Sandows  Dairies,  Hayle 
who  have  a  refrigerated  receiving  depot  at  Commercial  Road.  One  distributor 
still  deals  in  milk  supplied  direct  from  a  local  farm. 

The  Creamery  and  the  receiving  depot  mentioned  are  both  subject  to 
regular  inspection  as  are  the  vans,  bottles  and  equipment  of  the  distributors. 
No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  system  of  inspection  which  was  put  into  operation  last  year 
has  been  continued  during  the  year  and  the  whole  of  the  area  has  boon  kept 
under  supervision. 

The  Rodent  Operator  was  absent  through  sickness  for  13  weeks  but 
in  spite  of  this  no  serious  complaint  of  infestation  has  arisen  during  the 
year. 
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The  annual  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  in  the  town  was  augmented  by 
a  second  baiting, considered  necessary  when  a  length  of  old  sewer  revealed 
the  presence  of  rats  in  this  area  which  previously  had  shown  negative  at 
the  test  baiting.  24  manholes  were  baited  of  which  2  showed  complete 
takes  and  6  only  partial  takes.  These  manholes  were  treated  at  a  later 
date  when  the  presence  of  rats  was  not  discovered. 

Of  the  20  agricultural  premises  within  the  Borough  12  have  been 
inspected  and  no  treatment  was  found  necessary. 

The  Bissom  Refuse  Disposal  Site  has  boon  regularly  inspected  and 
treated  on  4  occasions  during  the  year. 

The  business  premises  which  occupy  the  water  front  to  the 
Harbour  have  in  the  past  years  given  rise  to  considerable  complaint,  but 
it  is  now  pleasing  to  note  that  past  efforts  are  gradually  producing  the 
desired  result.  This  year  only  3  business  premises  required  treatment. 

Set  out  below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 

year. 


Inspection  and  re-inspection  1283 
Premises  Treated 

Dwellings  and  Gardens  115 
Refuse  Disposal  Site  4 
Business  premises  3 
Corporation  Properties  4 


Housing 


During  the  year  ’’Time  and  Place"  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
five  houses .  Undertakings  not  to  re-let  two  of  the  houses  were  accepted  and 
the  Council  acquired  the  sites  of  the  others,  together  with  adjoining  land 
for  the  development  of  the  1955  Housing  Scheme. 

The  advantages  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  have  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  various  landlords  during  the  year  but  no  schemes  or  applications 
were  submitted.  Generally  the  houses,  to  which  the  Act  could  be  applied, 
are  occupied  by  tenants  who  have  a  low  number  of  points  or  have  not  applied 
for  a  Council  House,  and  the  present  inability  to  re-house  these  tenants  is 
delaying  the  improvement  of  the  houses  . 

It  would  appear  that  this  problem  could  be  alleviated  by  setting 
aside  a  small  proportion  of  each  year’s  new  building  programme  for  the 
re-housing  of  the  tenants  of  such  houses  in  suitable  cases,  either 
permanently  or  for  a  short  term. 

Set  out  below  are  details  of  new  houses  erected  and  repairs  carried 
out  to  existing  property. 


New  Houses  erected  by  the  Council  47 

New  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  8 

War  Damaged  houses  repaired 

Other  houses  repaired  as  the  result  of  informal 
action.  8 

Repairs  to  Council  houses  248 
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No.  of  inspections  made  regarding  the  disrepair  or 
defective  conditions  of  houses  (excluding  Council  houses 


34 


No.  of  inspections ,  as  above,  of  Council  Houses 


256 


Total  No.  of  houses  in  the  Borough 


1,340 


No.  of  Council  Houses 


339 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayer,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

K.R.  BLACKMONS , 

Borough  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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